
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
June 11, 2013 Minutes 

 
 
 
There being no chairman present, Commissioner Speta made a motion to nominate 
Commissioner Cavallo as chairman. Commissioner Hung seconded the motion, which 
passed by a voice vote. 
 
Commissioner Cavallo called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. and asked for a roll call. 

 
I.  Roll Call 

Present: Commissioner Cavallo, Commissioner Eisenhart, Commissioner Hung, 
Commissioner Simmer, Commissioner Speta 
 
Absent: Chairman Sterner, Commissioner Pelloso 

Staff: Allison Deitch, Nick Santoro 

II.  Review and Approval of April 11, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

Commissioner Cavallo asked for a motion to approve the April 11, 2013 minutes. 
Commissioner Speta made a motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner Hung 
seconded the motion, which passed by a voice vote.  
 
III.  Visitor Welcome 

Commissioner Cavallo welcomed the visitors to the meeting, who were present as 
supporters for Competitive Lawn Service, a business under consideration for Green 
Business Recognition. 
 
IV. Staff Update on Ongoing Projects  

There was no update. 

V. Green Business Program  

Borrowed Earth Café: Mr. Santoro attempted to contact the representatives of Borrowed 
Earth Café, via a Skype connection, but was unsuccessful. The Commission decided to 
move on to Competitive Lawn and attempt to contact Borrowed Earth later in the 
evening.  

  
Competitive Lawn Service, Inc.: Eric Hansen, owner of Competitive Lawn Service, 
Inc., introduced himself, the members of his staff, and two vendors with whom he works 
for propane conversions for vehicles and lawn equipment. The business has been in 



operation for 30 years. Mr. Hansen showed a video of his business and its 
environmentally friendly practices. His business is located on property that is considered 
contaminated by a previous use and he has injected bacteria below the ground to clean 
the site. Inside the business office, paper is recycled.  
 
Seventy percent of Mr. Hansen’s vehicle and lawn equipment fleet is propane fueled, 
which is a cleaner source of fuel than gasoline. Mr. Hansen stated that is also less costly 
for him to use propane, that it reduces the number of oil changes and causes vehicles to 
need less maintenance. Mr. Hansen’s company also uses a GPS routing system that 
reduces fuel usage.  
 
Commissioner Speta asked how the company disposes of oil used in oil changes. Mr. 
Hansen stated that they dispose of the oil in partnership with a local oil change vendor.  
 
Mr. Hansen explained the organic landscaping program that he uses for the Morton 
Arboretum and the Chicago Park District. He stated that it is usually a three-year program 
to convert a traditional chemically fertilized lawn into a lower-cost organically fertilized 
lawn. The first two years will be more expensive than the typical landscaping treatment, 
but the cost is reduced in the third and subsequent years. Commissioner Speta asked 
about phosphorous in the fertilizer. Mr. Hansen stated that Illinois law allows for 
phosphorous if it is seeding or an organic makeup. Commissioner Cavallo stated that his 
understanding is that the reduction in phosphorous is meant to keep it out of runoff. Mr. 
Hansen stated that there is no phosphorous in their chemical fertilizer but it is in the 
organic fertilizer.  
 
Mr. Hansen stated that he has participated in public education efforts, including green 
vehicle expositions and school education. The purpose of the school education program is 
to show how the composition of propane causes it to burn more cleanly than gasoline. 
 
Reaching the end of Mr. Hansen’s presentation and discussion, Commissioner Cavallo 
asked if there were any additional comments from the commission. He then asked for a 
motion to award Green Business recognition to Competitive Lawn Service. 
Commissioner Simmer made the motion; Commissioner Eisenhart seconded the motion. 
The motion passed by a voice vote.  
 
After an additional attempt to contact Borrowed Earth via the Skype connection, the 
commission discussed potential changes to the consideration of green businesses. It was 
determined that the Commission should review an application first before inviting 
businesses to give a presentation. This would allow the Commission to discuss any 
thoughts or concerns and potentially give the business feedback before formally 
considering the application. 
 
VI. Old Business 
Water Conservation: Ms. Deitch stated that the Village would be using Wednesdays to 
promote water conservation techniques on its social media accounts. The goal would be 



to encourage a reduction in water usage in the summer months, when up to 50% of a 
home’s water usage is related to landscaping.  
 
River Sweep Event: Mr. Santoro explained the River Sweep event, which will take place 
on Saturday, May 18 along St. Joseph’s Creek by Gilbert Park. The purpose of the River 
Sweep is to clean the creek of garbage and debris. Some volunteers would also be 
participating in stormwater drain stenciling at that time.  
 
Food Scrap Composting: Ms. Deitch stated that Commissioner Eisenhart asked her to 
discuss the potential to provide food scrap composting in a program similar to Oak Park’s 
program. Ms. Deitch stated that staff had become familiar with the program through 
recent conferences and was planning to explore the feasibility of having a pilot program, 
specifically in regard to potential compost drop-off sites and the ability of Republic 
Services to provide the program. Staff planned to meet with Republic to discuss this 
project and others, including the potential for recycling in public spaces in the downtown.  
 
VII. Adjournment 

Commissioner Cavallo asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Hung 
made the motion; Commissioner Simmer seconded the motion, which passed by a voice 
vote. The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 


